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ABSTRACT

The most thrust area of writing history at recemntet is the study of local history. As a consequeoté¢he
paradigm shift of the historical studies, actuablohistory can be derived through the in-deptidis&iof various historical
phenomena of the districts. From this insight, tigto the cross-examinations of the districts of Bérdso may usher the
real history or may promote its historicity. Indhpoint of view, as the district of West DinajpdiMdest Bengal witnessed

so many post-Independence disturbances, partigutail950’s, this district definitely claims a sjedattention.

One of the greatest disturbances in the distric Wikebhaga Movement’ in 1946-47 in the eve of the
Independence of India. The historic Tebhaga movémeified the rural poor and created a point opiretion for kisans
in the then united Bengal. Another disturbance tes ‘Anti-Banga-Bihar-Merger Movement’ in 1950’51 the same
decade, Balurghat subdivision withesses a seriols challenging movement which turned into distudeanvas the
‘Movement against the Shifting of District Headgeas'. The subdivision of the district, Raigunj ebsed another

movement which took a serious place was the ‘Refidevement’ immediate after the Independence.

The most important and significant one was the t-btmvement of 1959'. In the mid-1950, the sevelte-sede
food crisis, we witnessed. The movement highle@fd Balurghat subdivision. The district of Weshdjpur was
severely dominated by the native Zamindars. Theyewauch aggressive towards the refugees and ewesrds the
common people. Their dominance in society and #teo political influence were deep rooted and hesrtleftheir

exploitation was unrestrained.
KEYWORDS: Tebhaga, Zamindar, Share-Cropper, Michhil

INTRODUCTION

The most significant phenomenon of writing Histanypresent scenario is to make an insight uponLtieal
History. In this point of view, the district of We®inajpur of West Bengal witnessed so many podependence
disturbances. The district witnessed a few disturba in post-Independence period and particularfy9b0’s. One of the
greatest disturbances in the district was ‘Tebhigawement’ in 1946-47 in the eve of the Independeatdndial
The historic Tebhaga movement unified the ruralrpmad created a point of inspiration for kisangthe then united
Bengal. Another disturbance was the ‘Anti-BangaaBiMerger Movementin 1950’s. In the same decade, Balurghat
subdivision withesses a serious and challengingem&nt which turned into disturbance was the ‘Moveinagainst the

Shifting of District Headquarters’. The subdivisiof the district, Raigunj observed another movemehich took a
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serious place was the ‘Refugee Moveménthediate after the Independence.

The most important and significant one was the tFbéovement of 1959'. In the mid-1950’s, the sevsate-
wide food crisis, we witnessed. The commoditiesefeery-day need — became rare and price rose ko Tilge rationing
system fully collapsed. The unemployed or the peaeygho lost job used to move about for a bit of fobde movement
highly affected Balurghat subdivision. The distraft West Dinajpur was severely dominated by théveatamindars.
They were much aggressive towards the refugee®ea towards the common people. Their dominans®aiety and

also the political influence were deep rooted agceforth their exploitation was unrestraified.

Multiple-Facets: According to Census of India, 1951, total numbledependants on agrarian sector were 1,40,
00,000 - of which the number of agricultural laberuwere 30,41,000 as well as share-croppers nunth,80,000. It is
noticed that 30 per cent of the total number ofpets lost their agricultural land. In spite ofttteccording to the Report
of the Land Commission, Bengal (popularly knowntesFloud Commission), the percentage of the fmabkant class, i.e.,
agricultural labourer and share-croppers was b&6wer cent.The Report estimated in 1940 that there wereffiiléon
share-croppers in the undivided Bengal ProvincéerApartition, roughly one-third of the land maame to West Bengal.
A rough guess would put number of share-cropped/@st Bengal to be 1.6 millichHowever, it is clear that a huge
number of people turned into the agricultural lateosiand share-croppers within the decade. No ddukas an alarming
to agrarian sector. The unlimited dominance offthalatory-zamindari system over peasant classttirand indirectly

was responsible for the absolute deterioratiomefteasant class.

The district witnessed the slow urbanization. Sdurally the region was highly depended on agraaictivities.
The contemporary peasant leaders made a vividigéeorabout their unrestrained exploitation upba peasants. A few
leaders as Pijush Das, Asit Ghosh and Shanti DRgigunj; Nanigopal Roy at Kaliagunj and Kesto Bamat Hemtabad.
Started the peasant-organization in 1950Isis to be noted in this connection that the paasnovement organization
was mainly conducted in Balurghat and Raigunj suibitin immediate after the Independence. Thougheahbaga started
before Independence, but the peasant- organizatiold not develop much immediate after the Indepand. It is to be
mentioned that the peasant-organization got its skape through the new circumstance provided byréfiegee
movement. The refugees joined with peasant-orgtiaizdin this regard, it is relevant to point out thae thasic issue
behind the refugee movement was the land-issughé$and-issue was the common periphery, very aliyurefugee-

movement merged with the peasant organization.

According to the record, the Government imposedga hate of levy upon the rice. The peasant-classepted
against the imposition of levy upon the paddy iB29Mainly, the police-force collected the levydinly by the invisible

support of the landed groups. It is to be statethiim regard that this movement was organized bylé¢adership of the

2 paschim Dinajpur Jelar Gana-Andolon: Paryalochona O Prekshapat — Mukul Basu, Madhuparni,
Paschim Dingjpur Sankhya, 1399B.S., P-211

% Pradosh Kumar Bagchi, Marxbadi Path, Vol. 29, NaMlay-August, 2009

* D. Bandyopadhyay, Tebhaga Movement in Bengal: &d®gect, in Economic and Political Weekly, Vol.
36, No. 41, October, 2001

® Dilip Ghosh Roy Shahar Kendrik Gana-andolon: Raigung Mahakuma, D. Roy (ed.) Raigunjer Itihas,
p—-60

® Ibid.

| NAAS Rating: 3.10- Articles can be sent teditor@impactjournals.us




| Post-Independence Disturbance in Bengal a Study Bbod Movement in west Dinajpur 127 |

Leftist Parties at Balurgha¥ukul Bose of R.S.P. was one of the prominentactile leader of the Movemeht.

A severe movement was organized in protest of gglitum (oppression) in a few villages, as Kai Gr&wopal
Bati, Madargunj Hat, Nazirpur Hat, etc. of Balurghaubdivision. A movement had spread through HatPRar
(announcing in village market), Baithak (meetingd &Gana-swakshar (mass signature). A movement aad built up
against the julum of levy-collection programme bgv@rnment in a few area of West Dinajpur i.e., Bgihat, Patiram,
Kantabari, Danrail, Bhikhahar, Marnai, Itahar, Matdan, Malan etc. in 1952-54. The peasants and-sheppers built up
the movement against the eviction of peasants dadescroppers as the result of land reformatiorl®%4 which

tremendously spread over the various part of theidi, particularly in Banshihari and Itahar pelistatior?

The West Bengal Estates Acquisition Act, 1953, came force on the 12th February, 1954. The effecthis
Act was that all the intermediaries who stood betwéhe tillers of the soil and the State ceaseéxtst. In 1954, the

‘Krisak Samiti’ of Banshihari and Itahar organizz@nti- eviction movemerit.

The food crisis was not just an incident of 1988 blackground was started in the precedent yeafd934, when
Dr B C Roy was the Congress chief minister, a maskiod crisis overtook the state. There was a-fesaime condition
in Bengal. An anti-famine committee was then setam it organised statewide moveméfitshe crisis started severely
since 1956. According to Report, the price of tlaelqy started to increase from 1956. a vast migipndcession) was
organized for the demand of eradication of foodisriApproximately, ten thousand people of whicke fihousand from
Tapan, assembled by walking in the front of Balatg®.D.O. Office"!

The principle demand of the ‘Atma Rakshar Andoldmalao’ (Drive Movement for Self-Defence)the state-
wide slogan of the communist parties were : drigmpaign against hoarders, freeze stock and sedetimocheap rate to
the ‘Food Committee’: Build up ‘Dharmagola’ (commgranary) in village after village, make co-operatsociety and
encourage the farmers to sell their paddy to fomahnittees, dharmagolas or co-operative societideve anti-hoarder
campaign among the peasantry class: Drive movefoenationing in every towns and build up ‘Relieftghen’ in every
village *? According to the above demand charters, the lezalers were guided to organize movements and atsey
placed a few demands - the principle demand chsaofethe movement were easy flow of supply of fgoains, restriction
and decrease of price of the commodities, chaatdidlp etc. At Balurghat, and even in Blocks of thstrict, the

movement was locally organized. The people pasiteig in these locally organized movements sponteigd’

Expansion and Explosion:The food crisis became severe and made peopleyhigikkrable during a decade — in
the last of the decade of 1950’s, the food crisisgd into food movement. As the protest of thérijlof 31 August of

1959 in Calcutta, the peasants and share-croppeBsmgarampur organized a vast civil-disobediengguthtion in the

" Paschim Dinajpur Jelar Gana-Andolon: Paryalochona O Prekshapat — Mukul Basu, Madhuparni, Paschim
Dingjpur Sankhya, P—-211

8 Mukul Basu, Madhuparni, Jela Sankha, 1399 B.S.

® Madhuparni, Jela Sankha, 1399 B.S.

9 people’s Democracy, Vol. XXXI, No. 25, 24.6.07

 Manabesh Choudhury, Madhuparni, 1399 B.S.

?Khadya Samkate Amader Kaj (2), Pradeshik ChitAiOgtober, 1943, Kolkata, Bangiya Pradeshik
Committee, C.P.I.
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front of Circle Office. Kaliagunj and Gangarampuredtly organized a tremendous movement. Hundrégeasants from
Kaliagunj were imprisoned to Raigunj and Berhamait. In this regard, it is to be stated that theblarous incident of the
31" August not happened in the City only, but thatpsad to the district towns also, the authority k&thi-charged upon

the peaceful mass-movement at Burdwan, Berhamput&angarampur of West Dinajptdr.

The incident of Batasan village proved how the feodis made the people devil-may-care. A bulloakt®f
Test-relief was snatched by the women of Bataslemgei in the way of Kaliagunj to Mudafat village 1958. The relief —
force from B.O.P. Camp besieged the village and ami@ihg which took one person. A vast conferencasvield in
Mahendragunj of Kaliagunj to protest the killiffjAnother similar incident to be mentioned — theideat of Ambagan of
Kaliagunj, where a huge number of people, surpglgimost of them women from Dashia, Machhinagarer§ram

desperately and deliberately broke out the wagdhof foodstuff and distributed among themsel¥es.

The Price Increase and Famine Resistance Commitiee@ mass movement in West Bengal, formed inla58

by the Communist Party of India and other left grguin response to the ongoing food crisis. TheRRIFed one of the
most massive and militant political campaigns ie tistory of West Bengal. The PIFRC demanded tmiak controls,
immediate redistribution of state lands and coafisns without compensation of excessive privatel$aowned by
landlords. The tactics of PIFRC included scouting Hidden rice storages and forced sales of catfiscrice. Food
marchers went through at least 100 villages ofdiktrict. 50 people were arrested at 24-Paragarfashich Basirhat and
Diamond Harbour being the nerve-centres of agitati®imilar agitation was afoot in West Dinajpur, c¢h Behar,
Howrah etc:” According to the Famine Resistance Committee\Vihianteers of the Food Movement had been imprisoned
due to their active participation in demonstratimnd staging Satyagraha in the various muffasil Goand Block
Development Offices. So many Satyagrahees werdsomed in the muffasil towns id"September of 1959, of which the

greater number of imprisonment happened at Balwm@yé total number of that was 48 in the Disttfct.

Table 1
Places / Towns Total No of Imprisonment
Balurghat 31
Gangarampur 17
Kalimpong 22
Kumargaon (Jalpaiguri 10
Asansol 19
Berhampore 16
Kandi 10

Sundartala, Amritpur of Kumargunj and Mulia Deshi,pregnant woman of Madhupur of Kaliagunj always
preached the movement with a Chong (Mike) whera@hKa Mohan Barman, a cycle-messenger and inaime ¢ime it
is significantly to be stated that he was an olchmé Hemtabad, and who regularly had a communinakietween
Hemtabad and Balurghat by a cycle. Sudhin Pand®arfigarampur, Khoka Roy of Balurghat and Dhairyana of

Sundartala of Kumargunj actively participated ia thovement. The provincial leader in the Distiiétl. Abdullah Rasul,

4 Bhumika, Khadya Chai, S.F.l, West Bengal State @itae, 1996, pp — 3-10

15 Manabesh Choudhury, Paschim Dinajpur Jelar KrisattolKatowao12n, Madhuparni, Jela Sankha,
1399 B.S.

16 Manabesh, op. cit.

" The Statesman, 7.8.1959

'® Swadhinata, 10.9.59
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an all India Peasant Leader went to various vikagEeTapan as Mirjapur, Bhaiour, Gopalnagar and & active part to

spread the movemett.

Disposition and Dilemma: Actually, the food crisis was purely man-made.edat-jamindar conspiracy was
much powerful in this subdivision: though a slovbamization was happened, but the majority people wependent on
agrarian activities. The three-tier conspiracy,, i‘@tedar-jamindar-moneylender’ was so inhumalnat twas very clear

from the contemporary peasant lead&rs.

It was the common issues of the then period. A ramalb severe summer, flood through out the yeans f£ 954
— 1956 gave the opportunity to the dishonest mertshir black marketing. Besides that, the jotedknsd owners) took
the advantages of the helpless peasants and siom@ecs. The jotedars collected the ‘deria-dunae(and half times)
from them for their helplessness. It is to be mmmd in this connection that the peasants and -shappers organized a

havoc movement against them.

Behind the severe food crisis, the only cause arthers’ conspiracy in extreme point’. Though thees scarcity

of food production, but this conspiracy of blackrketers supply the fuel of severe food scarcity.

In this connection, the reference of Hoque Ministrgy be cited. The Hoque Ministry fixed up the praf rice at
Rs. 11 and As. 4 per mound in March of 1943. HoMligistry surrendered to the hoarders’-made conspira
Government retracted the price-control of rice: Bree of rice, the then, rose to Rs. 20/Maundvilay of the year that
rose to Rs. 30-32/Maund. In August, governmentictetl the price — as a-spot-effect, that reacbdds. 40 and in many
districts it turned into a horror-situation, by whj the price of rice became Rs. 70-80/-. So, ftbenabove, we can see
that the Government policy indirectly encouraged tack marketing of ric€.‘The greater danger is the ministerial
bungling and administrative corruption add to thiseries of the people and there is greater shartirgg ineffective

distribution and failure to checkmate the profiteand hoarders?

According to report of Amrit Bazar Patrika, no pgdd rice in many places of Bengal, a vast numbgamilies
had spent their days without a little bit of foddBimilar news we get from Azad - due to severeditaof rice, so many

hotels were shut down in Noakhali, so, many petiple muffasils for various works had spent theiysiaithout food?*

The fact that food crisis of such a magnitude hagetbped in a year in which there has been a rquaduction
of food grains as claimed by the Govt. of Indiathis sharpest condemnation of the politics perslibgethe Central and
State Gouvt. in this respettFrom the following Table, it is very clear to tHistrict of West Dinajpur. Each kind of rice
production, i.e., Aman, Aus and Boro were produeedugh more than the previous decades. The totaluption in

1958-59 was approximately 61% more than the avepgduction of the decade of 1949 — 1958. Not dhly rice

19 Madhuparni, Jela Sankha, 1399

2 Dilip Ghosh Roy, Shahar Kendrik Gana-Andolon: RaigMahakuma, Raigunjer Itihas, Kol. 2008, p -60

2L pradeshik Chithi (Provincial Letter)*®ctober, 1943, Kolkata Bangiya Pradeshik Committee
Communist Party of India, in S. Das & P. Bonddipyaya, Food Movement of 1959

%2 Dainik Basumati, 30.8.59, Editorail

23 A B. Patrika, Scarcity of Rice in Market, 6.6.46

* Azad, 7.6.46

% New Age, Scarcity and Soaring Price in the MidsRecord Production, 15.8.59, Das &
Bondopadhyaya, Food Movement of 1959, p - 93
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production, but also the production of Mustard Budley also increased significantfy.
Production of Some Principal Crops

In 1000 mounds (in 1000 quintals)

Table 2
. Production during

Crops | Production in 1958-59| ' g/0 =0 _ 1958.59
Aman 8,223.2 (,068.9) 5,107.9 (1,906.217)
Aus 1,265.7 (472.36) 778.2 (290.42)
Boro 8.0 (2.99) 1.6 (0.60)
Total Rice|  9,496.9 (3,544.24) 5,887.5 (2,197.21)
Mustard 330.2 (123.23) 213.2 (79.57)
Barley 136.6 (50.96) 67.2 (25.08)

On June 2, at the meeting of the West Bengal FoodRelief Advisory Committee, the State’s Food Miar
admitted the plain fact which could no longer baasaled under a bushel of brave words or of offifatistics viz., that

the price control in the free market did not woffeetively.?’

The severest criticism of the government’s foodgyohas come not from politicians belonging to @gposition
Parties alone, but from members of the ruling passif. Mr. Sen made much of the fact that oneemeople through out

the state were none getting rice and wheat uneéemidified rationing system.

The Food Minister had not a word to say about wiseléers and millers whose anti-social activitiasd brought
about the present food crisis. The duly tangibleeffieiary of the Government’s Food Policy basedtton Price Control
Order is the breed of hoarders and profiteers. gdwernment’'s food policy has met with disastroulifa because they

depend too much on help from the centre and the tin self-helg®

However, the District was failed to build up a teteganized movement. It was rather spontaneousnainch
sporadic. The incident of Batasan village and tiogdient of Ambagan village were purely sporadigvaf as spontaneous.
Besides, in these both incidents, the attacker®e wemen in majority. Though one person was killedthie earlier
incident and a vast conference was held for thatt,ne such remarkable district-wide movement hagnbeuilt up. In
Blocks of the district, the movement was locallygamized, but not well-organized. The people asseshblith huge
gatherings spontaneously in such movement, butlaro arlopted by the then communist leaders. MuksuBgas one of
the eye witnesses of the movement. According tq thmtraditional parameter of the mass-movemestamdy to support
or oppose the leadership of the movement — it veag rue in the national perspectives, as welhastate-level and even

in regional-scale. This tradition did not breaktiis district alsg?

So, the mass-movement of Balurghat became a sdlefghe State-level organization. Most of thesevements

were mainly conducted by anti-Congress patrties.

% statistical Abstract, 1959, Govt. of West Ben@ahte Statistical Bueau, Cal. 1962 & in Sengupta,
Bengal District Gazetteers, West Dinajpur, 1965

2" A B. Patrika, 22.6.59, on Food Crisis

*% A.B. Patrika, 22.6.1959

29 Mukul Basu, an Eye-witness of the Movement
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So, very naturally, majority middle-class peopler@vaeot the supporters of the opposition partiesd fhat is why,

a vast number of people though participated irFihed Movement, but the movement did not spreadvali the society.
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